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Passive Solar Design:
Omne is a townhouse on a tght mmer-
suburban block; the other, a
farmhouse amid thousands of
hectares. Both have ome thing in

common. They are warm in winter;
cool in summer.

oth homes achleve these creatune:

comions withowt resoming o those

energy-devouring devices - air
conditdoner and rocm healer < which mast
householders ke for graned. The homes we
are discussing here have dispensed with such

Eacing page: The applances simply by using the low cos
NAMow, narth science of passive solar design,
f block on Before we lock at is applications, we should
‘&'hh the Mouwnt state what are its principles and benefits,
mﬁmgé s able Bsiefly, passlve sclar design means an energy
to reap the benefits efficiens piece of architecture ".'-:hi.-rh in Winet
al winler's sum. harnesses solar power and in high summer
Ingert; 1 might shields yvau from the discomfon of scorching
ar l:ul.lhl'El,l‘dl:,' femperanires.
a traditional The benefits are considerable, the primary ones
farmihouse bui this being extremely high savings in the cost of
on2 banelits heating or cooling, and a comforable bndoor
enormously from environment all vear
the 5F-"'E'"'35|' ol Foreard planning when building a house &
E::E':;E Aol absclutely essential 1o obtain these benefins. It

may be as simple as emploving an archiect
who is expent at incorpomling passive solar
desipn feaures into atracthve homes. Argueably,
the extra cost of the architect's fees will be
mode than recouped on futere power bills - in
some cudes savings can be 60 1o 80 per cent.
If, however, the budgel does not allow for an

A architect, there's bots you cxn achieve yoursell
Exterior view of by smedying the available research and

the solarium. comsuling with your builder
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classic example of
a solar pergola
filtgring shafts of
suniight into the
house an a cold
bt sunny day.




