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ANY people suffered from
M the extreme cold this win-

fer, making the morning
lemperalure & frequent CoRversas
llon poant among ricnds.

Blut i a passive solar concepl in
Hallin Court, Ardeoss, it was nol
an sue 35 they invanably awoke
10 a warm home.

50 much so that dressing gowns
were never worn, according 1o
pwners Ted and Helen Memn, and
many a ume the family moved
abhout barefooted ndoors, The
house had passed 2 severe winter
test,

Residual warmth soaked up by
flpors and walls the previous day
was siill radiating back nmo the
main spaces nexst morning. It was
only after 1three consecutive bleak
and overcast days that the heater
had to be tumed on — then only a
smiall eapacity unit for such a spac-
1ous epen-plan home

The disciplined children, with
constanl reminders, knew that
they had to keep the doors closed
a1 might and 1o ¢lose the window
blinds at sunset. They were then
assured of comforiable condations
inldors,

Mow the family s looking for-
ward to the 1est of summer. Lharect
sunlight has completely disap-
peared from indoor spaces and
wiall be eacluded 1] almost the end
of February,

Blinds will be pulled down by
dav and windows opened with the
first af the cool south-westerly
winds of an afternoon. Ceiling fans
will be used n extreme hot
weather to maove the air and take
away the stillness.

The owners were conscious of
the benefits of passive solar princi-
ples and had done a course on the
subject at the Solar Information
Centre before looking for an archi-
tect who could incorparite them
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in their home. They had found the
site they wanted with the comect
nonthern onentation

The block also rises up from the
roadway (o exploil an oullook
over a treed park, The Meins knew
they could maximise this oullook
with carefully placed brush fences
which would give complele pri-
vacy from the street. They asked
architect Garry Baversiock 1o put
the site 1o work ond he came up
with a tri-level concept that steps
up the slope.

Formal and family hiving areas
bath relate to o generous veranda
like space, where the cover is a
solar pergola with louvre blades at
an angle of 35 degrees. Sunshine
hathes the wheole space i winfer
but 15 already excluded for the
start of the hot weather.

The owners had a good 1dea of
their space requirements and how
they would relate, afier iving in 14
difterent houses over |5 years,
mainly in mining areas. The archi-
et came up with a simple, almost
reciangular plan with breaks in the
roof ndge 1o introduce two sets of
clerestory windows,

Ome 15 10 the kitchen and family
micals ares, where mosl congregate
in the middle of the home, and
this ensures a sofl diffused level of
natural lighting all round. The
other works for the children’s bed-
rooms and bathroom

The howse avoids the open-cave
look with the carport and parage
out of sight at the rear, where viehi-
cles are more secure. The main
entry ks midway along the long
sicle dravieway

The different levels define main
rones, the dwarm wall beiween for-
mmial and family zones being in the
samie rustic “hand-made”™ bricks
used to the externor. This helps
with the indoor-outdoor inlegra-
Lion.

The breakfast area is bipger than
the formal dining and can easily
lake a table expanded 1o seat 12,
The house has the equivalent of
six bodrooms, one used as a sty
and another as @ sewing roam Cum
guest’s accommcdation.

Extensive kitchen cupboards in
tasmanian oak were made by
Helen's parents and brother and
shipped across for assembly on
site. Hench tops are in a simulated
granite, which 15 non-porous and
casy o keep clean

Thie house was built 1o a siric
budgel and this had 10 include
{loor l.,'a,'n'n,'r!'nt','\., curimns and |iﬂ!l[
fitings. The owners were able 1o
move in with just their furniture
and clothing.

“We had 30 much pleasure in
bhuilding the house because we
were able 1o participaie the whole
way through, from architect 1o
builder,” sard Ted Mein, “We were
able to maoke small but impaortant
changes, working with co-opaera-
tive imdes people.”

The home 15 not open lor
inspection but “can be seen by
appointment with Mr Baversiock,
the architect, or with Tecio Saolar
Homes

Frank Platell



