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Live-star energy rating
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A FIVE-STAR rating, the highest possi-
bla score ghll:n by the Mationwlde
House Encrgy Rating Scheme, has
been achicwed in this colonlal-stydo
home which exploits solar aspects on
what most would regard as a difficult
block.

The ez of the hore, whao Gved in the
same sreet for o pear before maoving into
their nev house, w3y the passve solar bese-
fits have helped them cut their energy bills by
as miuch as €0 por cent.

They say they use the open gas bog fire for
anly owo wierks m the winter and in summer
'|:|'1|3}' {:nl:,.' wimn the oriling fans & LG |"|E||:l £if-
sulare the air This tanslakes b8 o reducton of
about 1B per cent n gr:e:l‘lhm:.'.t BHSEE feaame
tha reslenos,

The house faces eadr and has a d:EE'Fr
wyerarda an the front and dawn the southern
side of the home. Ui et back fram the
rorchern baurdary 1o maximize the benefit
from the winter sui and L awercom the dif-
Foulties of shadesdrg from a Dad-storey res.
idence next door.

Mast af the wirdews and glass doors arc
o thee rarth side with anly small windows to
ihe front

But what most helps this hame keep warm
in wintes and ecsd in summer is the specially
angled, Gmber louvre pancls to the nerthem
pargedas. The solar porgolas are |00 per cent
opague in durmimen, 50 per coent in spring and
auturna and 9 per cent in winger, |0 wintor
suright penetrates up  Im indocrs on the
lanwir bewel of the hene and incthe codar-clad
LipsLairs retrear,

IJ-.'\ﬂE arpas domnate th= northem sde
and arg Iiﬂht ared airy with wokds Lo the retraar
ard cathedrl eefings that reach s B G oar
the apex alowing far good air circulason o
the smimes:

The rvn erteares is at the side of the
hame whers the deors and fan lights provide
additanal £ross ventdation,

Al on tha narchern side, at the bask af
the home, & 3 sitting area where indoor
plants thrive under a conservatory with lou-
wrad glass panecls. This is a lovely bright reem
in the winter and it seems hard o believe thar
i summer it does not regdine any window
treatmaents to keep ot the hear

The main bedrosm s an the seuthoem
boundary and has recangular windows on
tha east and west walls for cross vensilation m
ST,

An erponamiclly-designed kichen inoa L
thape uphoids the apvirarmmental thinking
hehird the home sith glantaton-growm tim
ber cabirsts rther than dmSer from old
proowth forests This is alse vrue of the floor
boards and the stsiccase which are comgple-
mented by eeraric tles in che openeplan
leunge, dming reom and meals area,

Crther enerpy-saving devices incude insula-
ticn in the walls and the steeply-pitched iron
roaf, a salar hot water systorm, bosed pel-
mets on the windows 1o keep in the warrrith
arsd pardens that inchide decidieous treed znd
wisterin that prowvide chade o surmerer and
alloew light theowgh i winter,
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