Home

The owners of a
Subiaco character
house have seen the
light and experienced
drastic power-bill cuts
since a solar passive
re-design. INGRID

ERTLE sunlight now Noods

JACOBSON reports.
the previously glaomy

G kltchenn where Carmen

Lawrenoe onee did her cooaking.

And In ploce of ker old, rfckely
veranda o1 which she no doubt
escaped from the politienl husile
and bustle, a solar pergola provides
refupe from the sun.

Slnee buying the exquisite 140005
house four years aga, Anne and Tom
Marshall hove infused lght into the
home opee owned by the econbro.
versial former Labor premier

Back then it was the classic
character home with o fascinating
mix of art nouveau and art deeco
features bt e naturald Hishe

“We loved the house's arehitee.
Eure bnik beatedd the fiet thnl i was 20
doark,” Ars Marsholl said.

“The siling room was 51 perna-
el shiedlows,  thee Ritekbon was
gy wedd the whales ploce wis
agonizingly cold in winter,™

The couple — She's o lyvser, he®s
genlopist left  behind o
modem house in Lecoming for o
more  cosmopoliian lifestyle  in
Bubikaen

It woas only after Mr Marshall
became Inferested in permasuliure
that they started explonng the wse
of o solnr passive destgn i their
planned extension

But whin they went in seacch of
an architect, they discovered that
pobody wanied to dait,

Although developed in modern
home desipn, the concept was
considered diMeult to apply to old
hores

But they porsevered inthelr guest
pnd Anally persusded Perth archi-
tect Garmy Baverstock to have o fo.

Mr Daverstoek, kEnown for his
visionary woerk with solar <leshmn,
initiatly fell they wosld peed o
madern extension 7 e system wias
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But after pleading with him to try
his hand at destening one in keeping
with The hmase's E:ll.'ri‘,;lp,l", e toek L
on as a challenge aeeil e )R] Witk
o wWinner

hadl

“The huouse |5 oo lght and airy,
has o necd tor air eondit loning and
it eost s any mode o dothan h
teaditional cxtension,™ Mes Marsh-
all sald

Al our power s, thnnks ton
golay ot or avatem, nre almost
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salor ehanpes ineluded guiting
the dark Eilehen and tuming i into
o ot yard, allowing light from the
wiesl Lo Moo 3o the mnin passipe
way.

A pieture window was insialled in
the masier bedroom Lo let more
Tiggist i frose thye spaciours oxtersiong
facing north

The extemnsion which housed the
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A LEFT: Anng
tarshall relaxes
an har yeranda
undar [he solar
pergola.

< BELOW: What
was once a dingy
Erlchan isngw a
brogil
passaGEWaY
leading out loa
couriyan,

Brightest change

under the sun

) Alamraced back garden and a shadly pcaranda reg make or an Gylbe Gty retreal

pew Kitchen wis then shaded by a
massive pergolo eoversd with cedar
slats and clear perspex over a
waonden veranda. Thiz allowed the

HEnt o eome through buat provided
shade to keep thie rest of the home
cool

Awnlings withy Eles were bidlt

facing windows on the west toshade
the houze {rom fhe hot late after-
noon s The tiles were then
retnoved from awnlnes facing win-

dows on the east and replaced by
clenr perspex, which [ltopedd early
morming sunlight into the master
Lescleoom ecnsuite

The Marshills wera lucky i that
theie house had a norliiisoulh
mapect whick, they whore Lold, was
the wleal direetion for Perth liomes

But parly desipoers with Witle
repard for sun's pativrns hod pu
fealures suceh. ay awnings. o the
wrong stde.

M= AMarshall saud nuich of the
solur passive principle elied on e
use of materdals wlileh ssould absorts
heat in winter.

Insulation in walls and on the rool
wits an importont facior snd The
positiontng of Windows, doors and
the extension to caplure Breeses in
surrinier and linprove nir Gow gueal
iy was another

The final tovch was redecorating
Lhe main emphasis Belng on wsing
Ught, bright colouirs Lo Biang out 1
slusiihinge archifeciuee
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