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1, 2 and 3: Some of the solar houses
Mr Boverstock has built fFor chients in the
Sauth Weat and in the metropolitan
area. There's nothing essentially
difterent about these imHings wisually,”
he: says

&: Gory Boverstock with one of his
amvaronmantally friendly, solor homes.
5: Cross section of one of Gory
Baverstock's designs -.I'luwing heww
energy is collected ond controlled.

&: The slatted pergola lets the
hauseholder controd the level of light
and sun :_ming: into o home. This
Cotetlon property won a Royal
Australion Inshitute of Archilech (WA
Energy Conservation Award in 1994,

Cheap climates
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LML IS o ouse? For as liitle as
B‘i.’l-:fm inarchiiectural lees, you can

sdave i the 'Inn|_.: FAM, S 00D
PR sl alovae, it '\_-.l'-l.|'|| Tawe L
-:hrl-:'-\.-.' vine ser P tect who thoaks solar
sfimacone like Crary Baversiook. [or
iresfdiniee, seho chrmpaons what he calls
ihe. antomeomans house

O raintgg i i Losma et Bodkae mcirns
peser Blving B aliy wasi're Treesing
oof Dosibun g, for thar matier In nword. an
autonomous house oplimmses 1ls el
tion to the dhimate and needs neither
wmr :,:er!|||.|l|1||1g nog central |1|.;.1I|r'||.:.

The four eorneesiones (o renembor
when bullding are colloctin, stérage
distribution and control of cnergy, You
may think i vou pay attention 10 such
details you'll end up wath b funny lsok-
mg house,

“Hut,” says Mr Baverstock, “there’s
methumg  cssenniplly  dilTerent  alaut
ihese houses visually, You can build a
Bowse pul of bush poles, stones, timber
and brickwork, as we did 1in Waroona,
which works on fwo kilownits (rothes
ihan the average house’s sx or 2even
Kilowalis) of povwer; or in hmeslone, s
we did dn the French Provinesil Jowmse
i Cobiesloe, which won the 1994
cherey conservalion award [rom the
Instituie of Architecis.” That house §s
cooled by an exhaust fan st night whele evervone slesps and
in winter 0 copservatory collects warm air. the spf COMCS
dawn throoph slanted solar verandas wnd the whaolg plice is
flonded with sunlight

‘I rurehy pets below T8 deégrees. quitc olleod s 23
degrees i the middle June and the enerpy bills are 0 1o 65
e cenil lower than o convemtional howose,™ S
Baversiock saye

Sl houses are scmgally cheaper right up froe
he says, particularly for upmarket housing where
wir condilvoning 5 hemng consudered. Saving
LS50 HHE o ar gIves vl a |’I_'.-||||: sLart and L Eaal]
don’t bve the added CEPEnSET ol SlITEnE On el
g;!-!;.ﬁ Blinds snd |'|.||_'.'|..||_.:|:|| air comcdinionpors Taier

oA tipht budget? There are plans avall-

able for tive different selar houses costing

betweon 555,000 and S65. 000, Al wall save
whoriyl GO pet cenl an energy cosla.

The =ile = an rmportanl component  of
gutonoimous. housing. M Baverstock has been
Battling 1o gel land developers o take thiv o
account. At ithe moment, there 15 only one subdi-
vision [at Mindarie Keavd] where B0 per cent ol
blogks have been planned 10 face in the nghi
derectom,

The right direction?

When vou st with vour back o the hack of
thie howse it shoold Tace north, Hall of vouwr wis-
dows should be on the norh side with smaller
windows in the south, lintle or mo windows 1n the
west and mavbe a few corner windows and some
gluss (o pick up the morning sun in the easy,

As for the house, it should ke no more thon
abaut twa rooins deep 5o thet you gef good cross
venfilntion bl also good distcihation of eaioaral

light. 1t showld have a solar verands coversd by slats
slanted to pllow the winter sun to come through buai whech
hecome solid shade in the summer

“The h!,'-pr:n_h:u.:l ol our hoirses s thal Ehey are Hght and
'hnghl and there™s an even ambience theoughout the hisuse
and mote open spaces Because you don't have 1o close
them up and (hey don't have houting problems.’” Mt

Design: GARY BAVERSTOCK

Baversiock L H LT "H.‘I.‘rlﬂ”‘lu'. wilh the
right area of glass and the nght insula-
tjon, the house should sty betweesn 18
and 28 degrees all yvewr round without
artificial heating You can huve o slow
combustion stove f wou want @ bie
mere heat.”

The house should have heavyweight
materals inside brickwork. earth,
stonework and concreww (o srare
cnargy. Mr Baversiock alis pronelos

the iden of 8 reverse brick venees
facade, with 1he bock made Bur, he
savi, iT vou like the look of timber you
can elad the mass walls weth o,

All i all, even f your biock faces
south all t5 not lest. The rules can: be
changed as long as you leok at shading
and the sngles of the sun, For
instande, you can plan ah oulaiomous
courtyard hiving area which Mows Trom
front 1o back allowing you the choice
af living et either end during the sum-
mer or the winter.

“lt"s a bit more difficwlt to plan and
oot 4 hil more. but il can be done,”
Mr Baversiock savs And he showld
krow, lvime boile gboul 600 hoases
throughout the State

Tor s wp, M Baverstock, wha pre-
sented one of the top five papers in the
world im butlding science 81 the 1939
Soler World Conference in Japan, lists the basic principles
of wutenomons hiuse bumlding as; onentate the house cor-
rectly, design the right shape, desin the windows correcily,
shade the windows () et cenl i suimmet have higimyy-
welght mmtetinls inside Al of whick saunds rather like
the most paturally sstonomous Trame of them all come 1o
ihink of it the human body



