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The heat is
this hillside

By Frank Platell

— ———

solar home, harmonising with the

cavironment., ond still able to
explonl an outlook with the worst
passilale onentation — (o the west,

This has been proved with o
split-level,  two-storey  residence
exploiing an ocean view from a
sloping block on the heights of
BuckBaed Hull.

Al the same e there 15 o good
deal of exciement indoors with big
spaces, 0 the handimg of normal and
peverse bay windows, and i the plas
o gl and shade with clerestory
witlows 1o the north,

It has well-defined living arcas but
siill with a flowing space ambicnee,
made possible by 1L.75m-high soreen
walls and the skilful wse of the
45-degree angle. The alfresco Lifestyle
i cntered for wath an integrated side
deck, Ninshed in non-ship striated
Baands.

The comiforiable westerly outlook
has been achieved by staggenng the
daemg for wide bay window effects.

he oullook s down over much of
Ciage Rozds with Koltnest squatling
o the horeon, Rool overhang has
been carcfully planned 1o protect the
eatensive glazing from summer heat,

Ths ovverhang s prooounced to the
west, where the covered Baleony
progecis abaust 2m o shade the
mamimal glazing uniell baie im0 the
alternoen, when the heal has largely
pore oot of the summer sun, In
fnd-December thie scitmg sun sends @
shiztl ol Ligdhit eepghl thraowgly the Lo

I I' 15 possible 1o have a passive

A bonus with the open planning s
the ymmediite cooling ol the howse
with the armsal of the sta brecse
ecause s sous-wester can blow at
almost gale force ab nmes, louvres
fegulate the ar Now,

Any pccumulated heal in the worst
of summer can be dissipated through
foevres Lo the high  clerestory
wamitows,

Harmaony with the hillsde has been
gehieved with the house caploiting
the natural contouss for the three
levels, and with limestone coloured
blocks, a tone complemented by the
stone colour of the steep commugated
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roofs. An appropnate decorative
fowch as the meditermancan blue 1o the
wide facia boards that encirele the
residenes

Fhe outlook o sca 15 almost
TE-deprees and it is shared by almost
all the living spaces. The wide
eapminse of water reflects the moosd of
the day, from the storm-tossed waves
of winkr 0 the shimmenng surface
of & summer alternoon

The howse eaploits a public
pathway to the sade o masmse e
norhicrm anentation for sun contal,
Sunlight penetrales up o 3m indoors
i the depth of winter with (his
L THTETT

Tiled Noors and masonry walls
soak up this swanter heat and ace as
thermal banks, mdiating the warmith
bick o the living apaces a1 nighi.
Owners previously conditioned 1o
weanng Tootwear indoors now Nind
that they do oot eeally seed them, at
any tmwe of the vear

These owners hid Boeen alered 1o
the passivie solar benefits in an carlior
Mosman  Park  home  which
forundiely had been onentited to the
pirth. To maximise this benefin they
approsched architect fimrry
Baverstork who, with Rob Shand,
came up with the eveniual design,

Their bricf specified 2 simple
concepl with sculplural form, and
their accommodation necds, They
wanted interesting lings without a
square in sight, nor a cube of indoor
Space,

ORIPARED sl ther caclice

semi-passive solar home, the

owners have calculated ther
SAVINES M enerpy cosis as being abwou
WE per cent, They do not spenad & oot
an heating or cooling

off in

The fan comcs oul only 1n winker
v alissipate the sored warmih mght
through into the bedrooms on the
soith side.

Mr Baverstock estimates that the

eaerpy savings could be even mone
significant f compared with a
traditional bk and tle home the
same  siee. Ewver M owvears these
savings could amount © tens of
thousands of dollars, money that
could be spent on other praorites for
the lamily.

He sees the Buckland Hill project

s o pointer on what  socially
responsthle and  environmentally
canscius peaple can de (o

sigmificiantly improve the quality of
these lifestyle, and overall comfon,

The site bas a limited frontage and
the resadence really turns its back on
the street 10 maxunise the outleok.
The main cntry 15 obvious behind the
angled double gamae, double doors in
a wall of glazing opening o a foyer
that introduces the angles and the
play i hght and shade,

Phere 15 2 formal lownge and
relitedd study o the frond and 3
on-manager’s office nook es g
penerous kitchen, The chel gets about
ol Bwench cepboands, plus another
3m af wall cabanets and there 1s o
real 3mox 1LAm pontry,

e meals arca for all occasions
paves ko a wide bay window that tics
i the secde dbeck, and the table setting
van e g comforiable 12 Any
(LA ”II'\'I- [ ]} ] h'\lL' =l h'lJ““'ﬂd]l['d il Ihﬂ'
arrverv-cunm-snack bar that will sean
firir o stoods, and they stll have the

LR L

[t nformal living area 15 related
fir This spuuce e alss integrated with

e LS,

Il lowest level of the home has
the man suite where 3 partion n
the hedroom defines a studio space.
Here the full-widith bay window
faving north s maiched by one
dircctly above the fenly actively
TEaLEIT

O this activily room s the wide
deck, an odeal retreat for walchang the
sellmg sun whale sipping a gin and
panic, with that slece of lermon Doatmg
on the op,

e

B ABOVE: Thi

sphi-level, two-storey residence exploits an
ccean view. B BELOW: Light and shade create excitemenl.
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