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New HOMES

Passive solar design a winner

concepl, a duplex development for an East
Victara Park DLlock with true sorth at
45aleprecs,

A posilive aspect was i having norih (o the
Pack which allowed for the intepration of
provife courts amndd decks, and @ garden
ambience 1hroughou.

With cost a consieami it had to be a simple
voeept and casy o build on the rear-sloping
sivw an Wethnell Srcel.

Architegt Garry Baverstock™s solution was in
Twir Leshiape dwellings with splayed ¢levations
te e back 1o make the most of solar benefils.

Because i was all o precedent for
redevelopment o the old urban arca, the
devision was made lor an Awstralian colonial
foek

Fhis. plus the carelul retention of 2 g old
cucalypl tree Between the homes, gives b all
that mmmediate harmony with  the
neighbourhood.

Tlee fromt home with s bull-nose veranda
meets the  specific accommaodation
requirenients of the owners. Bob oand Huth
Wihitney,

I has open living and dimng arcas plus
guiet reading bay window integeated with a
perpola-protected  nmber dock, a kachen
cnough for wo, a loxury bathroom with
stepeup spa lor twoe and just the two bedrooms,
the second doubling 45 a study, The plol o
of the 1000sqm block has been used 1o the full
with a dupbex rental investment ot the back.
The owners sce thas oz part of their
superannuation for the future.

The splayved rear clevations to both homes
miake the most of the passive solar benefits
with the careful posstiomng of window walls
whrch have been angled cxactly to the norh.

They colleet the winter warmth with the
sunshine penctrating up o 3m indoors in the
cishdest manths.

Al the same time roof overhang and
perpolas ensure maximum shade 1o the glizing
in hot weallwer.

The pergolas have angled louvres which

I T WAS a difficult bricl for a passive solar
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exclude the sunshine i summer but atlow for
full penctration i winber.

This winter sunshine 15 soaked wup by
concrele foors and masonry wall which act as
thermal banks and mdiate the stored heat back
into the main spaces at nighl, maintaining a
120 comibory wone,

AL this e of the year the house 15 cross
venlilated a1 might gets the mdoor temperaliine
down to withan a3 degeee of the 1560 averape
PRI 10 SEIMINCT,

The cool interion is casily mumtaimed during
tae day with the msulited roof which has a
reflected forl under the cormugated melal and
K 2-rated batts on the celling

And it all works, according 10 the owners,
There s no proamng oow when they pet a
power bill, the last one being only 354 — or a
60 per cent saving on what they had previously
paud for a similar-siee traditional home in
Ciasnclls

The owners” front duplex gets its Australian
colopaal look with the bull-nose veranda, the
awning in the Flush pable and walls of
simulated Tmestone blocks,

The 43-degree angle 1o the front door creates
a bregee trap for e sou-wester 1hat cross
sventifates the home 1 hot weather.

Thes angle 15 wsed extensively theough the
open-planned living and dining areas, also 1o
the kitehen where it translates into @ lve-sided
work arca that both owners can use
by,

I has more than 6.3m of bench cupboards
plus abom 3m of wall cabinets and a real
panlry,

@ RIGHT: The
kilchen is
defined by an
angled bench
ontopofa

Tasmaman cak has been used as o moulded
facia 1o work arcas, also 1o the wide upstand
that doubles as a servery 1o the meals arca,

This dining area for all occasions can take a
table setung of cight, even 1cn.

The central sitting arca is inicgrated with the
raised timber deck, o cool setung with the
striated boards, pergola and perimeler gardens.

The rending nook has a bay window (hat
also eclates 1o this inviting outdoor space,

The main bedroom suite has been desipned
to eaploit the sunshine of winter and the

cross-ventilation from the cool breezes of
SUTENRCE,

An en suite effeet is achieved with a door
dirgel 1o the ong big bathrooms that has the
step-up spa for two, combined with the shower
and its Nexible-hose fitting.

The well=appoisted lavndoy in the middle of
the sleeping zone has lincn and broom
cupboards.

The house 15 nol open for inspection bul ¢an
Be weon by appomntment.

Frank Platell

@ RIGHT: The
family room is
a bright area
adjoining the
kitchen.
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m LEFT: The
back patio
has an
adjustable
pergola for
all-year
comfart.




