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m Kick off your boots and breathe easy on this sheltered veranda.

HERE i5 & little bat of old England ina
charming coliage thal respects and
merges into a natural bush environment

at Ealamunda.

The passive solar concepl has a Cieorgian
calontal fecl bat wath streciural clements 1n
matural matenals W barmonise with @ near
virgin hillside,

It does not st on the wraditional level
samclpnd but suggpests that it is rising owt of the

ground and infto the sunlight. The colours of

the brackwork and the cedsir weatherboarding
were Chosen o harmongse with the gravel

colour of the soil while the mist green roof

micepes wieio the treciops

Cireat care was taken to protect the native

foca, including magmificent speoimens ol
blackboys, or grass trees, while the bag
cucalypis almest seem de embrace  the
strugiure, Architect Garry Baveritork was so
impresscd wath the fush bush look and s
abundant wildBowess that he was relugtant to
hack a1 about Bee e Bome,

As i reselt vou can casily piss and dnve
past the Bome wlicl is set well back from the
poad. 18 all sedcdenly emerpes at the end of a
meandering  gravel doive  that s ke
progressang through an arcude of troes

The cottage rates as A foeverse hrick veneer

p that it has the e strictueal companent of

pmternal walls an ored brckwork, The cedar
boarding (o the exteror isomsulated to cnswre
vear-round enieror comion

“This form of construction is more
thermally efficient than double brick and it 15
also more suitable to clay sites in the hills,”
said Mr Baverstock, “Though 1t has an English
coltage look it is a [ull passive solar design
with the correct arca of gliss 10 the norh,

“The deck Mows out 10 the northcast (o get
the moming sun in winter and complete a
practical ¢nvironment for year round living
ouldoors. An outstanding feature of this deck
i8 the Tecto solar pergola with angled louvres
that allow maximum sun penciration in winicr
white affording 100 per cont solid shade in
summer.

*Traditional English elements include a
Moating gable wath a clerestory window, sounce
of the diffused 1iﬁhling for the whole of the
countey kitchen, Bnght natural lighting to all
living areas was a requirement of the owners,

eapeeially afler their cxperiences in dingy digs
of pre-wir ongins,

"The passive solar concept was a musk, the
owners being well aware of the significant
the wear-round comfart
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indoors and the boght natural lighting of all
spgtces, oapocially o wanier

“The house quatifics on & eriteria hasis {or a
atasimur five-star rating moa new  Sialc
Caovernmient nitiative o be miroduced from
next February, Thes will open the door to all
the technical informaton needed 1o produce
an eneegy waving house, a paramount ohpeclive
in our near fulune.”

The mon entry o the home 15 ofl the
carport and at the rear, fitting in with the
hideaway qualities of the cottage. But the
deciston was made for practical reasons, o
achieve masimum  protection from 1he
clements and to get a ceptral location for a half
that would rebate directly 1o all main zones,

Ui loving rosaen s classieal wath the bag
comloriable clors one e grouped 0 an
ermle open hreplace while at the other end is
the man dimng arc, The outlook everywhere
v 0 the trees and 3 freach door provides the
vitation 1o go out on the expansive deck.

The soft, diffused lighting of the country
kitchen means that the chef s never warking
it shadow on any panl of more than Tm of
bench cupboards, Storage is significantly
increased with 3 wall of cabineis in place of
the pantoy.

The adjpoaming breakfast area provides a
bright introduction to the day, a relaxing space
for wp 10 four people ot mcal times or 10 cnjoy
a morning cuppa wath the acwspaper. The
ceiling in this room s vaulted 10 gpve volume
{0 @ ENCTOUS Space.

The sleeping zonc 15 as far away as possible
from the welevision in the sitling room, so that
people can retsre carly on peace, The owners
hawve a master suite with dressing room and
private bathroom, and o window that not only
takes in the trees bul a ghimpse 1o the distant
Mue hills.

The cottage 15 not open for inspection bul
can be seen by appointment with architect

Crarry Baverstock.
Frank Platell

@ TOP; Emerging from the

bush, this passive solar house hamonises with nature.

& ABOVE: The ownara required bright, natural light.



