26 HEW HOMES LIFTOUT

‘ The main source of
the energy is from
banks of photo-voltaic
cells... §

full suashine i wimer and sohid shade
sunimer”

The actual house finishes up on the one
fevel, for case of mobility indoors while
avoiding the risk of accidents as retirement
wears approach. [t has just the one g, open
sitiing and dinmg arca and thes relates 103
warthwhile kiichen,

Heght m the mddie of the open spsice 15 0
big bapshi pole width pust the bark remioved, one
ul‘#n-u- most clementary and foendly strugiurl
componenis, People will Tean on a bush pole,
even prop their eét wp on it whiele childeen
will happely swang around ais base,

Kitchen cupboards all have jarrah-panel
doors and a g curved log has been dressed as
a breakfast bar, o1 the same time sercening the
sink from the biving spaces,

Clerestory windows and skyvlights add exirn
light indoors 1o the eotry and living area,
ensuring a balanced ambicnce throughout the
house. They also make best use of fhe low
angle of the winter sun

The home has the appearance of 4
weatherboard cottage but the man Structural
clements internally are the faced brickwaork
and the stone walls, The light=weight
constroction with the imber resolves any
praoblems wath treacherous clay soils and
prcwvaces ampbe strength Tor any carthquake,

The stone phinth has 3 dual role, an obvious
beauty stasemont, but also o protective baericr
againsl scrub Dres. 11 stops any fire from
pencirating under the home. the major cause
of a complere burmont.,

Construcion of the home was @ wam cffon
with project assstance from the architect
Ill.r||1:i|lf e owner and vrades poople o gel the
desired resulis

The owners now bave thor Shangr-La, It
can only be seen by appoiniment with. the

archiect
Frank Platell
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75pc cut in

LEFT;
Passive solar
principles are
used o
maximum
effect to save
energy in this
house tucked
away in the
bush north of
Waroona.

The use ol limber poles and timber ceilings is striking,

an_environmentahst, self-conained for all
enerpy reduirements and merging into g
bush environment

Stroctunilly i1 a vencer home bat reversed
from the traditional 1o have beawiful wesiern
red codar planking 10 the exterror, wihile the
wame mber dressed s used for eaked 4.'|:ltin;|5,-.
indoors. The interior walls are in a rusiic
brickwork, 115 earthy tones conirihating (o the
overall harmony with the hillside site 1o the
ninh el Waraodas

I T WOULD have 10 be the dream home Tor

Rugged gronite boulders wilh imicresting
varanons i colour from brown (0 charcoal
prey were collected on the site and vsed 1o
alinth  height, afso for the repgged, apen
iecploce wall

The main source of the eneepy is from Banks
of pholo-volizic cells 1that are rotated 10 make
the masst use of the encpy directly from the
suni. The outpul during the day is stored in
batiery banks and there 15 sulficient to run the
spplianees and the bghts Tor the whole of the
G T

In the event of dull days theee is o reserve ol
power that can last two or Lthree days. The
by baid power system also has she back-up of o
wind-powered gencrator and this can take over
fhe domestic load on most dull days.

Fhe vaee Iy dentand bt Becn reduced by an
average of 75 per cent over the usual family
home beeause the residence fuilly explons the
passive solar principles for maximum comforl
indoors i winter while escluding the direct
sunlight in summes

The site 5 20 remaone bush apea ond nol
handy o power. In-a cost analysis, @ was
found to be cheaper o go for an cnergy
efficient  design rather than pay for 5
dicsol-powered peneratar, given the cumulative
costs of Tucl and manlenance.

“Owners Ken and June Spurge attended our
climate-sensible home course a1 the Solar
Energy Information Centre.™ said  architect
Garry  Haverstock, “This confirmed their
deciston o build such o home.

“They asked for a character bul earthy
coneepl that fitted imo the envaironment rather
Hean Dight it The stoncwork, the browns of the
piinber amd the mist green ool the shade of 1he
cucalyps achicved this ebjcctive,

“The owner s an aparist, bhas glmoss a
spiritual love of the Bush ond s o dedicated
eaviranmentabist. On his big bush block there
was just the one arca that he feli was perfect,
taking in 4 panommic outleok over the coastal
plain but soll with a norherly onentation.

“There was minimal cut and 011 in the gquest
for overall harmony with the hillside, the wide
dock being cantifevered oul on the bush paoles
Extensive solar pergolas are over the deck lor




