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New Homes

smg the sun to advantage
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ABOVE: The stepped front gard&n enhances the appaal of the facade.

BELOW: Tho big I:itl:hun accemmodates a casual meals setting.
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The 3.3m-height of the ceiling 15 emphasised
by the perimecter picture rails just above
window level,

There 15 a games room 10 the rear and this
in tuen gives access 1o childrens bedreoms, all
douhle size,

Their bathroom 15 oboul as g as the
bedrooms and is fimshed in the fedesation
style with the halfbonded uling and dado
SLrips.

An undercrofl parnge castly takes 1wo Cars
with space lo walk round them,

The house can be scon only by appomiment
with the architect, Garry Baversiock

Frank Platell

EDERATION houses
Fux olved at the time of Aus-

tralia’s first ceatenary in
[ 588 when the country was
lookmmg for its own dentily in
residendial archiecturg

They proved to be cool homes
with their protective skillion
verandas, high coilings: and g
thermal mass of masonry, and so
appropriate for our hot weather.

Hut their Achilles” leel was an
absence of winter comfort, also a
lack of natuml lighung 1o the
LI 5 [RLOes.

They tended 1o be dark
indoors oven i the middle of a
sunny winler's day,

S0 0 proved o be guite a chal-
lenge when architeel Garry Bav-
crstock was asked for a passive
solar concept m this Australiana
slwle.

The owner was a0 environ-
menia |IE-I. with a philosophical
commilment 10 saving encrgy
and reducing the greenhouse
pascs, s interests extending to
chimate sensible homes,

The federation facade proved
haghly appropriste for his ele-
valed site in the 5t Johns Wood
cstate at M Claremoni.

Its westerly onentaliom meand
contending with the full blast of
siinmier’s hot aflernoon sun,

The thnl.ll:nj;l_' has Dbeen met
with small windows and wide
veranda in the yeslerycar style
providing adeguate aflternoon
shade 1o the whale house,

When the cool afllernoon
south-westerlics arrive these win-
dows can be opencd 1o cross
ventilate the whole house into
the evemng.

The site was pnmanly chosen
for its pood side clevation 10 the
north.cast, for collecting the
g sunshine and (o achicve
n high level of privacy for out-
door living.

A conservatory positioned 10
the north has solar perpolas wath
angled louvres o regulate the
sunshing, ¢xcluding it in sum-
mer, but allowing full pencira-
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Heal gains in the conservalory
i winter are drawn indeors 19
partly compensate for the off-
north oricntation.

[t is anly i extended penods
of extreme weather that gas heat-
ers are used a1 night or the small
air-conditioning wnit 15 turned
on,

The brief 1o the archatect from
the owners incorporated ideas
from other homes that had been
rremoarible,

Al the same fime, the creative
visualisation uchmqu-: Wis
exploited 1o give the eccupanis a
chamge (o assess and fulhl their
dreams.

The home s 1wo-storey but
the overall effect with the sleep
corrugated roof is of attic like
spaces upsiairs.

A% pesull it s notl overbear-
ing on neighbours and fits well
inlo the streel scene, as though it
has been theee for more than 100
YEArs.

The wide veranda has the
appropriate spaced boarding and
the recesscd momn entry 15 obvi-
ous with the leadlights.

The space scems o eaplode
with ¢ptry, the lofty vaulted ceil-
ing reaching 10 a height of about
Tm.

This foyer introduces the
warm and beawtiful bluegum
boarding which extends through
sa much of the home.

This has a clear hinish to hagh-
light the honey tones of the grain
and it 15 sccurcd o a plywood
base an concrele so that there i
no boom wnderfool when walks
ing about in leather shoes,

12ouble doors off the fover are
flung open for access to the for-
mal sitling and dining argas,
rather grand spaces with the ceil-
ing at a high 3.3m and walls an
abvious I]E for the tallest
anligues,

Focal point here is the apen
fircplace with the marble sur-
round amd matching gill mirror.

The elegance is repeated in the
master smic with s big bed-
raom, walk-through wardrobes
and generous, luxury bathroom,
where the Imewide vamily cup-
board has twin basins,

A wrde hight ol stairs, agmn m
bluegum, leads up to the attic
oflice, 2 big space with internal
windows,

Being direcily over the big
kitchen and famaly cating arca
promeles conversalions upstairs-
downstairs with busy parents.

This kitchen is cnormous by
today's standards with about 9m
of bench cupboards, mcluding an
island unit, and all with polished
granite slabs on lop,

It relates to a ventilation
courtyard 1o the south, also to
he laundry which is more of a
utility space.

What would have been an old
drawing room i5 now 2 big fam-
ily room, furnished with the
cquivalent of old club armchairs,
in leather of course.

The main antrance (eads into a vaulted foyer.
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