A VISITIMNG Perth architect has
criticised the design of new
houses in Kalgourlic-Boulder
because he says they do not lake
environmental considerauons
into account,

Garty Baverstock, a consultant for
the Solar Enerpy Information Centre,
sgid most new houses were notl
dlesipned o maxunise  encrgy
elliclency.

“Unforiunately, most howses are

rowhere  near  being  climate
sensible! Mr Baverstock said
“*The blocks are incorecctly

onented, the form of construction is
incorrect, and there is far too much
reliance on cvaporative cooling and
s huating to stoy comfonable,™ Mr
Boversioek said,

Kalgoorle s very impariant

beeause i1's growing so much, thee's
a ot of development going on.

C "Ivs a real pily i's not being done
i e night way™

He sould houses (hal incorpoaziied
principles of climate-scnsible Jesign
could save between 60 and 90 per
enl On energy Cosks,

“They'ne more usable — they're
lighter and brighier and more
comnfortalde,™ he sd,

Mr Baverstock was in the city to
give a public seminar at Kalgoorhe
Town Hall on chmale-scnsible
design and cnergy conservalion in
homiey,

He told the seminar that by taking
into account sumple  scieolidic
principles, it was possible (o achieve
tempuratures of between 18C and
28C inside houses all year round

Hendze shaypre and preniation wene

By Andrea Mayes

Iwo amporint Fciors i desiging
néw homes,

Mr Baversiock said mo special
building materisls were teguired o
desipn chimate-sensible houscs,

“Traditional forms of constrclion
can be used o good advaniags -—
things like beick and irow, as the
garly seltlers did.

“Unfertunately Kolgoothe has
developed this brick veneer form of
conslruclion which is  (olally
inappropriate for the elimate op
here,”

Mr Daverstock said poverse brick
venesr was more somtable for
Kalpoorlic-Boulder, wherchy
heavyweipht brick was used on the
inside of howses and  lighlweight
mlenal on e auigidg
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Architect attacks design

1he fomperature imsuhe the howse
could ien be modemled and e
Bouse's acoustics improved, cocaling
vune privacy DBelween Tooms,

He said new sub-divisions bad 1o
e planned 0 they were oricntled
comrectly. o make best use of the
nllr.

“Unloriunalely, wilth a ol ol the
new develomnenls, the backyards are
facing cast or west, which means th
windows are on the east or west silde
— The worst possible stratepy.”

However, he sasd town plonner
Nam MeMeilly was aware of e
problemsz and  new  sub-divisions
were now being onented cormectly.

Mr Daversteck saud modifications
could b made o cxisting homes that
would save cnergy.

fe suid insuiztion could be
installed, and the shade conirod of
windows improved by crecting

f new houses In city

pergolas or adding rolles shiuliers or
extermal blinds,

bir Baverstoek said oae of the
major prablems was thot most
people wore unaware of solar design
prineipales,

He spid be had been cacomaged
that about 15 people had utlcnﬁr.-'.'l
the Kalgourlic-Boulder seminar,

“1t was u greal response for Peril,
let alone Kalpoorhie,” Mr Baverstock
sandl.

11 showed there 5 o nced ihere
and ao inlerest, 1 was overjoyed
given the minimal promotions effor
wie wend (™

Mi Baverstock said he would
appronch Energy Minister Caolin
Barnett for funding to allow the
Solar Information Encrgy Centre to
travel 1o all countsy ventres and hold
seminars on climate-sensible design
andd enempy conservation on o regular
Liasis,



