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The Wiest Anstralian

Port Mandurah block, taking i a broad
sweep of the canals with its active hirdlife
and boal movemenis.

The water reflected the mood of the day as
flocks of pelicans and cormoranis competed
with dolphins for the school of mulles
swimmung Through.

The shimmenng waterway in the aficrnoon
sca brecze had a clear agua tonc, indicnlinF
that it was clean enough for a swim. A Taonch
wias rocking gently at & jety in the lforcground.
only a short walk away across a landscaped
promenade, and ready for an outing.

But there was a major problem for the
owners who wanted a big home exploing
passive solar principles for vear-round hving
combort. The owlook was 1o the west with the
assockated difficulty of combaung the ho
aflernpon sun,

Architect Garry Baverstock was approached
by the retired couple for a solution, The
apswer wias a compromise belween ihe
architect’s hroad prnciples and the owners”
wish for wide windows o maxinise the
okil ook,

I has all Been made w0 work well, wath
exlensive solar pergolas keeping the summer
sun oft the glass wmtil ke aflernoon. while the
winder warmth penetrates well indoors. Also
the man foor steps down towards the canals
o provide an efficient sun shicld that
rmnimises ghare from the sky an this ime of
the vear.

For the owners there was 4 bonus in the wiry
the design trapped the sea brocre so cllectively,
unfailingly and economicatly to coal the whole
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It is only a short walk from the shaded patio to the promenade and jetty, where a launch is ready for a cruise.

New Homes Llftout
Making light
of sun’s rays

water's edge. The property has 3m ol private
wialer fronlage.

The bref was for a Mediterrancan-sivic
restcdenee, one wilh 2 human scale that did oot
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eosuring a g saving mocapital costs gl

l']" MADE arr conditioning unnecessary,
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There were refinements os  ihe owners
progressed with the work. especially when the
architect found that tinted glasing had been
installed in wide windows 1o the west for the
outlook, Because (s upser the comfor
calculations for winter heating. a skylight had
to be added o the main biving spaces. and thas
also has solar screening from the summer hem

The two-storey residence has an imposing
streel elevanion and the living spaces have
been effectively  imegrated with the pergola
witlk 1o the canals and a promenade ai the

Sunlight is just starting to filter through
selar pergolas as aufumn begins.

ook like a warchouse or a0 ofTice Block, 1t bad
tor bt o foil for the owners” charncter furmiture,
and be able w0 ke contemporary pcces,

While the canal views were paramount for
the owners, the wife also wanted an outlock o
a landscaped front parden and across sinect
lawns 1o the estoary park and i1s well
csiablished trees. This can be appreciated from
the big kitchen and the much-used breakfase
bar thint cian comiortably scial up o &,

Becavuse of the garden requiremenis o
decision was made 0 bmld 1wo storeys and
put the guests’ self-contaned accommodation
upsstanrs, The owners have therr mam spices
downstars, integrated with the canal (orecourt,
and they bave only a few steps to contend with
as they move about between main spaces on
different levels,

A dlouble garage and o carport meel a
govenanl requirement of space for three cars
These blend into the sireel elevanon which
makes a bold play on cyvlindrical columns,
reminiscent of a colonnade, whale the portico
has a flush gable with a pelican leadlight
featured abave 118 apex.

Focal point of the lofy fover is a
frec-sianding stairway with a clear fimsh 1o the
nvatoh, where the semu-virculsr return has
Been beautifully moulded. Open treads and
Balustrading give 1t all such a hght, warm look,

A pallery ties in a protecicd patio area, alue
the master suite,

From the bhig kitchen with ats extensive
bench and wall cupboards, the chel's view 18
fore and afi. It is the same from the big
breakfmst bar and convemient here is an
alternative entry 1o the home. o door that
makes it easy o gel into the from gardens.

The solar home 15 not open for inspection
but ¢an be sgen by appomiimeni with the
architect. Mr Baversiock,

Frank Platell
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The residence faces the canals but still has an imposing street elevation.



