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New Homes Liftout

The passive
galar home
exploits
contours and
simulated
limestone
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New Homes Llftout

FLIEVE (it or noig, most eaginogss arc
B genies and they want to lhive in
rmony with their environmenl.

This was mechanical engineer Harry Wilie's
explanation for his pussive soler house, bunlt of
amulated limestoneg blocks and exploting
natural contours.

He sces his house, in Debries Place, Bull
Creek, as a combination of scicnce and arl, He
had 2 fundamental understanding of passive
solar prnciples. and the concept of thermal
capacily for vear-round hving comfor imdaars.

Architect Garry Baverstock, of Climate
Sepsible Designs, cie up with a practical and
exciting heme 1o maxinise the solar benetlls, 3
work of art that 15 in harmony with the sloping
cite, ts beauly is in the sculptural massing of
masonry in a split-level design.

The owner. who was also the builder,
cambined so well wath the architect that the
houst was the only winner from WA in the
patioaal Jumes Hardie competition, I ook oul
the prize in one ol three calegorics for a
double-storey home of composiie Consirucien.

Mr Wylic considered himselt lucky in
gotting 1he block, which was smaller than
average al 527sq m. Hut it was deal for solar
benefits with @ long side orientztion 1o the
north 1o explail the low angle of the winler
Sk,

He was ongmally thinking of & two-storey
design but quackly appreciated the archinect's
split-level concept wihich sleps up In Tour
stages. Living and meal spaces relate on the
main level wwards the rear, where provision is
made [or a winter court on the north side and
a cool summer court an the south

The window walling 1 the narth and
clerestory windows at the apex of the roof
epsure the whole bhouse s bathed in warm
sunlight in the depth of winter. The floors and
masonry walls soak up this heat by day and
radiate it back into the spaces at might.

But it 15 the opposiic now in summer, the
roof overhang keeping the glass in complelc
shade, s sill a bright living zone with the
natural hight making much of the play of
angles indoors, while ceiling fans add to the
overall comforl

*Tg 15 & great uplift in spirits to walk into this
home, summer or winter,” enthused Mr Wylhe.
“My former traditional sivle home was dark
and cold i winlee and very hot o summer.

=1 went through the whole of winter here
with only minimal wse of the booster for the
solar hot water system, The heat soaked up by
the thermal mass in floor and walls
maintained a4 reasonable comfort arca in the
cxpansive lving zone and i wall ge1 even
betler when the cortains are fitted.”
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E: The glazing explois wi

BELOW: Lounge and study relate but with good separation in the split levels.
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nler sunshine bul in summer, is in complete shade.

The owper asked tor the equivalent of 4
buachelor pad with evervihing interconnected.
There had to he accommedation for visiting
fmnily, his “part-ume”™ children and frignds.

He did not want tormal and family areas bul
averall comflortable hwving, achueved with a
silling and meals arca that is abouwl T.5m
syuare and secms even bigger with integrited
parden and court areas yet 1o be developed

Wiile working at the beavtfully polishod
pranile benches in the kitchen he 1s still
pnvolved inoall that is happening. imdoers and
oul, and can sill watch luﬁviaiun. upboards
i this work srea are solud jarmah oo penod
style and make their contribution to the
overall decor and the careful use of 1imber,

The double garage liad to be buill first 10 get
m the required retaiming walls Tor the rest of
the hame. The facade has dowble-size blocks to
corners for a distinctive guein effect and there
o bulls” eve window illuminsting the lofty
lyer.

Eaves have been carelslly  calculated 1¢
faseiniise the selar benetits amd achieve a
friese effect with the exposed rafters, The green
corrugaled roofing complements the limestons
Jook tor overall sie harmaony.

The compositle consliuclhion  can  be
appreciated on the north wall where simulated
weatherhoard pancls have heen used in a
reverse, brick-veneer detul, The bricks on the
insiche wall contribute to the thermal mass for
wionine the winler heat,

The garage with electronic door 15 on e
lowest level and has an inlernal stairway
Ieading 1o the summer ceurt, Up two steps s
the porch protecting decorative stained glass
daors 1o the fover,

O the same level as the lover 15 the siudy,
an office cum library with computer facilities.
With only a tmber balustrade 1o the muun
lewel, it antegrates well with the siing area
there.

There is a clever play of spaces in 1his main
one where the cciling s pitched at two angles
1o mcorporate the ¢lerestory windows a1 the
apes. A stairway one end leads op o the
master suite where the bedroom has an
aperiure e with the fover,

The suite las a comer window to the strecl
and s own bathroom, complele wiath cormer
vanily cupboard, shower and toilet, The
sleeping  zone for wisitors has 4 more
traditional  bathroem  with the shawer
combined with a convenlional bath and a
ane-plece  Lap and basin o the  vanily
cupboard.

The home 15 nal epen [or mspection bul can
e scen by appointment with the architect

Frank Platell:

BELOW: With a a bachelor pad called for, there is only the ana meals area.
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