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Naw Homes Liftout

HE Dunsborough site was
I magnificent with the beach just
ncross 1he rfn-:ud and protective
pepperming trecs mmn; Y pa::unmm
oullsok over Geographe Ba
The bigp problem was lhm this
outllook was (o the south and
souili-cast and the bnel for the new
home was for a passive solar desagn.

Architect Garry Baverstock has
come up with a solution that allows
the owners 1o live with the southerly
view from all the main living spaces
and still maximise the winler sunthine
fram the north. The resull is an encrgy
eflicient design that cuts comfon costs
{gjrhul.in; and cooling by more than

Apant from the obvious cconomic
benefits the residence has a light and
biright, -ﬂpl:l‘l. feel indoors and relates
perfectly to the outdoor living and
that l-’ﬁt{!-.-&bn view. It also has the
look of belonging 1o the area with ils
natural matenals such as carthy tones
in clay brick and a beige corrugated
roafl, in a iraditional Australian siyle.

The passave solar benefits have been
gained partly from the nonth facing
windows but more importanily from
the exlensive clerestory ng in the
roal, The latler allows low-angle,
winler supshine 1o “renelﬂlu living
arcas on the south s

The Moors and walls act as thermal
banks, absorbing Lhe heat by day and
radiating it back into the rooms for
hours into the night.

The abvious heat loss with the

windows to the south has been
availded with double glazing. As a

The houso |I- designed as a heliday retreat and eventual ratirement home.

resull there was no restriction on the
glass arca o make the most of the
oocanfront environment.

The chients specilically asked for
timber Minishes where possible 1o
maintmin the overall natural lﬂ-ul-:
Floors have a timber mrﬁur[
cupboards have a simalar r.||5h
making the mast of the most of the
warm tones of the wood grains.

Another difficult 1ask for the
archilect was in mecling the reques!
for a wide sun deck in lmber on the
south side facing the sea. By carefully
angling external walls, the winter sun
geis round the south-east comer and
on 1o the deck from about 7.30 am 1o
almost 1] am.

This deck scems fo floal across
natural contours, wrapping itsell
round carefully-retained trees in the
process. Balustrading was nol needed
with the deck raised only about
350mm and this opened up the view
for those scated ouldoors.

The brief from the owners was for a
holiday retreat and  eventual
relirement home. They saw the home
as an antidote to  their busy
professional careers, an escape thal
they could always look forward o,

wanled bed-sludy units with

oullooks to the gardens. This made a

lot of sense in putting the bedroom
suiles 1o the north,

lanmed for

Living arcas were open
[ree-flowing spaces that related to the
bay view. The trick in the design was
to maximise the solar gains in winter
cansistent with the requirements af

living with this view,

Mriss

The architect was no so overly
concerned with the summer aspects
because of the prevailing summier sea
brecze in the arca and the moderate
climate at thatl time, 51l there are no
windows exposed 1o the hol summer
SUm,

The house is not open [or
inspection  but  the architect  is
prepared o discuss aspects of the
design. The concept proves that jJust
aboul any site can be maximised for
passive solar benefits.

The retreat has been built on a
iﬂnll:r sloping and clevated block. It
as an obvious main entry in the
north-cast comer, the hall being linked
w all main zones and 1o the double
EATES.

The kitchen has its own sea outlook
1o the soulh-cast while another
window relates to gardens on the cas
side and gets the early mornin
sunshine. Living spaces arc inlegral
with the timber deck on one side and
a sunken courl with rock relsining
walls on the other,

This indoor-outdoor integration has
been achicved while still giving the
occupants Lhe desirable level of
privacy from passing trafTic and from
people on the beach,

The cooler climate of the lower
South-West calls for a heat booster
unit o cope with mid-winter
extremes, Here it s 8 wood-burmin
slow-combustion stove, and it only
has infrequent use.

Frank Platell

‘ The result is an
energy efficient design
that cuts comfort costs
for heating and cooling
by more than half. ,




