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ARMADALE
@ Price: $199.500
@ Address: Serana Grove

@ Agent: Luke Nass,
Satterley, Armadaie
phone 487 1822

@ Open: contact agent

EN wvears down the track

I and finrr}' Baverstock con-

firms the architect’s maxim:
good design stands the test of
lime,

And to this he can add a signifi-
cand saving in encrgy cosis for his
passive solar concepl which has
ensured a comfortable indoor
environment over that decade.

His very first in this field, com-
pleted withoul assistance, is stll
an ¢xciing design, stepping down
the hillside and :r.E']nmng natural
contours on Mt MNasura, Arma-
dale.

The rustic development scems
10 make minimum intrusion in a
bush environment as il merges
among carcfully retained cuca-
lypts and exploits the outlook
over the coastal plain.

The overall tranguility and pri-
vate couris hardly prepare a visi-
tor for the rather dramatic hand-
ling ef spaces indoors in a concepl
that obviously borrows from the
simplicity of shearing sheds.

Exposed knolted pine trusses
extend over all the main spaces,
the overall warm glow being
enhanced by the pine ceilings a1
the rake of the roofs,

Room areas are well defined
and have the desirable privacy
with walls, ofien angled and 1aken
(o a height of 2.5m.

Adding to the overall excite-
ment 15 a suspended mezzanine
floor, a favourite famaly retreat
when relaxing with a good book in
the winter warmth.

Outdoor living areas are also
mieresting, especially the solanum
for meals in a garden setting dur-
ing cold weather.

The winter warmih generated in
this conservatory-hike enclosure 1s
drawn into the rest of the house,
even down to children’s bed-
TOOMms.

The scparate patio also on the
north side has o solar pergola,
where carelully angled louvre
blades kecp oul the hot summer
sun bur-allow for penetration right
into the house i winter.

Clerestorey windows at the roof
ndge ensure that the sunlight pen-
clrates well indoors 1n winler.

Owners Ric and Mary Kornaus,
who are selling up 1o move 1o
Margaret Biver, can vouch for the

encrgy savings and the comion
for their family of four teenagers

Power bills were between hall
amd two-thirds what most other
people accepled as normal for the
size of the family and the house.

Carefully monitored indoor
temperatures showed that they
were around 25C an summer,
reaching just over 30C at the end
of a prolonged heatwave when
shade 1emperatures  outdoors
soared as high as 43C. In winter
they hovercd round 200, drop-
ping 1o a still comfortable 17C 1n
one cold snap.

The whaole house with its brick
walls and slate and concrele floors
acts as a thermal bank, soaking up
the winler warmth as it penctrates
well indoors only in winter, and
radiating 11 back inio 1he spaces at
night.

Mrs Komaus admits to walking
aboui barcfool indoors even In
the depths of winter, such is the
overall warmth.

solar pergola,
angled louvre
blades keep

Summer sun

kitchen has
about 11m ol

plus a corner

winner 1n

b
=
h"
i

L
h

A slow combustion stove 15
used all winter for cooking, and
doubles as a room heater amd a
back-up for the solar hotwater sys-
tem.

In summer, a hlﬁl.'lm_l'-lit fan 1
the ceiling expels hot air at might
and draws in cooler air from oul-
doars :

The eruciform-shaped residence
which is fully insulated, even 1o
brick wall cavities, sils very <om-
fortably an its 2700sq m battleaxe
site oft Serena Grove.

A skilhon-roofed walk-way
round a private court makes the
main entry obvious.

From the entry hall vou can
move directly 10 the master suile,
step down mnto the big country
kitchen, move 10 the main living
spaces or progress lo the child-
ren’s sleeping zone.

The kitchen with its island table
and cooking arca has about |Im
of bench cupboards, plus a corner
office nook with computer.

A screen made of sirings of
pumnuts is pulled aside for access
10 the paniry.

There are also wall cabinets in
the same knotted pine as the
bench cupbodnds.

The adwaning diming moom 1%
big enough for a seiting of cight
and has one of the best views
There 15 no formal lownge. but a
foom s¢i up for snooker, also
comfortable chairs for watching
televiston.

The owners” bedroom has a
patiy door (o a prvate court one
side and a window opposite o a
big aviary and s noisy residenis

The room alio has direct access
fo the lig main bathroom and

there 15 & second off the laundry of

this 15 busy.

The children have g bed-
fooms, one almest rating as a
bunkhouse 3 more than Gm by

A Frank Platell

New Homes Lliftout
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The main bedroom has a patio door to a private courtyard.




