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HERE was 2cm of snow en Bleff Kool

the Great Southern. Even Perth shivered in the
bleak smap with winds that se¢med 1o emanate
direct from the Antarclic.
But it was sull pol reason enough o pul on
the heaters in a passivesalar designed house
on the slopes of Groenmount, Over the swhole
of winter the owneis have only ever turmed on
the heaters 1o dry clothes,
Indoors, it has abwiys been comtloriable with
the minimum lemperature between 15C and
2007, and mever falling below 170 "'“““ki the
recent cold snap the owners were sull able 1o
walk about indoors with just thongs on.
This winter comiort 15 the result of the sun
penctrating well indoors by day, Ercaning
warmth to be soaked up by the clay brick walls
and concrete Noor, These el as a thermal
bank and radiate the hem back into living
spaces at night, contribeting to significiant
savings in peser bills,
It was all planped By architect Ciarry
Baverstock after the amitealiy sceplical owners
asked for an enerpv-cMcient design, Also n
hadd 1o be done on o By tght bodget.
Chwriees Henry and Maree Burdon had
1l 1 1 .
previously lived an Cunberra and expericneed
15 ﬁ.:w;-..-_im:_ winter weniher, They waited o
e comdoriable ifesivie for their new home
here
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I in the Stirling Ranges and the freczing
weather also swept up through much of

GREENMOUNT

& Price: on application

® Address: XXX XXEXXX
@ Agent: Garry Baverstock, architect
@ Open: contact architect

They gave the architect their space
requirements and asked for a granny flat to be
integraicd while maintaining the image of just
one big residende.

The only external ¢lue io the home bang an
efficient solar design is in it faging rue north
and its pergolas with angled louvees insgried in
the corrugated roof, Mot so obviows 13 the light
reflective tonings to the external masonry
walls and ta the metal poaf,

The house also explois natuml Contours
with a split-level Moor. A retaining wal takes
advantage of the constant temperature of the
carth o provide a moderating ¢ffect on the
indoar climae.

Provision of cross venlilalion was an
important censideration for summer cemfort,
hience te open aress belween passagewavs and
living arcas to take advantage of cool
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The front entrance is shaded from the direct sun,

sonitherlics on a hot alternoon, A wide sireet
clevation bhas allowed for the maximum
portherdy exposure of windows,

All this has been dane while still making the
most of a north-westery outleok down a valley
and over the coastal plain w the sea. The culy
lights make the view as interesting by night as
by day.

"I'm happy with the total result, the
spacious fecling indoors as well as the comfort,
all on a moderate budger,” sad Mr Baversiock,
“This is proof (hat passive solar benelits are
affordable 10 nusnss and not just the rch,

“The owners were happy 1o give the passivie
solar concept a go and they have the discipline
1 operate the house correctly Bor vear-round
comtort. They are happy [or others 1o see the
homte, by appoiniment with me.”

The last of the cold=weither sunshinge 13 518
penetrating the living spaces of the
Lareenmount home, When summer armives the
sun will have risen higher in the sky and the
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Passive-solar design is a winner

sunlight will not enter the house. A blind s
pulled across a big skoeliphy by day

The 2000sq m site allowed & good measure
of exibility an sming the Bogse. L s nm
parallel with the roadway but at anosogle of
alagey 20 degrees foer wrsae e,

The main entry is at the side with an
clevated porch, From the hall there Gee sin
sieps down o the main living Iovel, wherne
webl-delined lounge amd dintng areas are casy
10 furnish,

T'he door 1o the Tamily rone s only for nose
cogptrol, The kisclen relates 1o e fanualy areas
and to an outdoor Living arca handhed like an
outdoor roam with it solar peraols

There areabot Gm ool bencl, cupboards in
the kitchen, plus o corner pantey, and the main
work ares fdlmgs oo vormer wandew which
hus the best of the wviews. There i an
under-benelt oven and necesses toke bip freerer

aml fridee aniis,
Frank Platell
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The pergolas also play their part in the
passive solar design system.

RIGHT: Thare
is little from
the outside
front appear-
ance to give
any clue to
the passive
solar heating
design  built
into the
house.

BELOW The
roo! louvres
and high ceil-
ings are all
part of the
solar healing
design.




