The home exploits passive-solar principles in stylish fashion.
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A place In the sun

OU'D expect a committed environmentalist
to live close to the bush — in this case
Banksia Parklands at Ardross.

The home owner in question beng a medical
practisoner and comiartable with scentific concepts, it also
was logical that the ressdence would designed along
passive-solar ines,

Architect Garry Baverstock met the brief and brought it
to frution in a cute two-storey concept on a hillside, It
maintans pear-round Iving comfort, never less than 18deg.
i winter or more than 28deg, ir summern, while exploiting
river cutlooks framed by tall eucalypts.

The request for a bg, open lving area — which ended
up measuring 12m x Bm — called for an innovative detail
to maintain this comfort in the form of a fully plazed
solanum covered by a tmber pergola with louvres angled at
35deg. 1o the north
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The hillide home s beautifully on o tight batthe-axe block

This boosts the wirter heat input, topping up the
reflected warmth from the masonry mass which has been
getting direct sunkght up 1o 4m indoors by day, In full
shade. the solanum contributes to the cross-ventilation
efficency from cool breeres.

The tight battle-axe sie made i comparateely easy to
meet the privacy and security requested of the owner. Bat
the precinct guidelines on heights, setbacks and overlocking
constrants made it almost mpossible 1o achweve a
passree-Lolar concept

“But 1t was all championed through the focal council by
Sharley de la Hunty” enthused the architect,

She could see our future in such solar progects that
exploin the free energy from the sun”

for the owner there i the chosce of workung upstar
with the best of the views from the study, or relasing in the
greatl mom downstairs where window walls for the solar
benefits also ntegrate a garden that callks for mmemum
maintenance.

While the ground floor 5 self-contaned with the main
bedroom there 5 another equivalent suite upstairs, plus
other sleeping areas for visting family

The garage and a sheltered parking bay are on the west
side for protection from the surmmer sun.

The Emestone look 1o the masonry walis contributes to
the overall harmany with the emeronment.

The lofty entry has a steeply pitched ceilng that
hughlights the starcase. A cyindncal column directs the gare
o the great room, which introduces 2 comiortable folksy
theme, especially with the rustic fireplace.

It is easy to apprecate how more than B0 were
entertaned al an engagement party cont <4

PERSPECTIVES

Frank Platell

Innovative features maintaln yearvound living comfort.

The limestone look
to the masonry
walls contributes
to the overall
harmony with the
environment
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Eatily accessible storage space is a highlight of the kitchen design.

The pardens are fow-maintenonce and suit the passive-solar noture of the home.

A tronquil ambience permeates the home,

= 1 w5 all everlooked from an end ktchen where there (5 a
bay wandow seal 1o the north whach has been taken over by
a big pet dog. 1t & a galley-type work area with about Bm of
bench cupboards, all with emerald-fleck black granite tops.

The emphasis on storage space is on deep drawers which
make everylhing accesuble. There s a shde-cut pantry with
wirg storage racks

The genercus Iving and dining areas can be adjusted easily
to sute the occasion.

Getling as much garden ot possible on the light ste
conirtates o the tranguil ambence mdoors. Beery
low-mantenance court has a function, one being 1o catch
the early mormang sun of winter to brghten the day. L]

The Ardross residence is not open for inspection.
Inquiries about solar designs can be made to
architect Garry Baverstock, phone 9386 3888.



