Architect claims to have the solution to housing parents

A two-home packoge
to be built at Swan-
bourne should be an
example followed by
state and federal gov-
ernments (o help pro-
vide housing for aged

ple, according to
Baverstock,

thie
architectl

He and his wile, Julia
Hayes, are building a
iwo-storey home with
a separate unit for his
wife's parents, next to
an office block on Congs
don Street, Cottesloe,

He ealled it an “eco-
compound™: an area
where families could
live together, but not
each other’s pockets,

Mr Baverstock =aid:
“Councils in Vanoouver,
Canada, have policies
for this type of devel-
apment

“They give people
in suburbs simular to
Medlands, Dalkeith,
Peppermint Grove and
Caoltesloe the cholee
oy continuwe in the area
in small, comforiable,
ane-bedroom units in
single residential areas

"But they are not
granny [lats, which
often lum indo disers
fior ovierybody invelved
beeause they ane nod in-
dependent. as the
people in the granny
flat are beholden to
the main house"

The rammed-earth
hotses will hove solar
power amd heating and
alternative technology,
and they will re-use
Erey water,

The two buildings
will share solar power
and hot water.

Mr Baverstock said
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there would be no ale
conditioning, as the
house temperature
would be belween 18
and 28 d all year,

He said energy sav-
ings would be 24 tonnes
of carbon dioxide a
year.

The unitl will be on
a separate strata-title
so itean be sold in fu-
ture, but only (o some-
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100k it

have a carport, bed-
room, kitchen laundry,
living-dining area and
courtyard.

Courage

Mr Baverstoek said
Coltesloe council had
shown vision and
COUTAZE in approving
the plan, though it had
been stressful for him
and his wife to have to
wail until the last mo-
ment of this week's
council meeting io
know il a vear of work
would be approved.

He iold Cottesloes
council this week:
“Adbor 30 vears as an ar
chiteet and doing 700
solar houses, I've never
had one mysell

“This is the oppor-
tumity for us to demon-
sirale what the state
should be working Lo-
wards for people who
meed them now and
for the ageing baby
boomers,

“The building will
look single-storey Chom
the street, but be two-
storey and it will have
a place for ageing
people.

“When they on,
we like the 1dea of
ﬂ!::llll itio mtmu more
elderly people.

“As architect of a
Mandurah retirement
village, T can tell you
that living in & mono-
culture is not a good
way o end up.

"This is a good way
for my wiles parents to
live next to us without
s having to do all the
wiork.

“They will have true
i arsed i
dom with their own
SEELH'E and accessto a.
shared permaculture
garden, laundry and
hobbwleraft arco.

"It will be socially,
economically and en-
vironmentally sus-
tainable, with the aged-
care unit having ag-
cess off the right-of-
Wiy,

“Spending STO0000 on
houses right next ta a
post-modern office
block in a heritage
area is our risk,

“This will look like
a leaury hovse from the
slreet.

We will write into
the strata thal it st
be sold to aged people.
It will be a unique
strata document,

"It is walking dis-
tanee Mrom the station,
books, collee, medieal
treatment and shops.

*This home 5 aimed
al a plebye market, ideal
for Dalkeith and Ned-
lands where people
havve Some extrm money
and ean buy some more
space and prvacy,

*“The site ok two
years to fnd,

Bungalow in the solar-powered ho
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“This is the approach
that should be con-
sidered by the siate
and federal govern-
ments (o help people
stay in the areas they
know and love.”

Mr Baverstock said
the concept of shar-
ing space would not
appeal to all people.

He said: "We con-
sider the baby bommiers
will have o different -
tituce to growing old
lrom previous genera-
tions.

“Some attitudes may
b a barrier an over
developed sense of -
vacy, security and sus-
pleton and lack of com
munily spirik.

“But the big issues e
train that mest be ad-
drossed o5 people age;
boredom, loneliness,
having to move firom an
area of chotee,

“Economically, homwwe
care i5 belter than hos
tel or nursing home
Care,

“The ceo-compound
helps to solve the pres-
sure on institutions

The wview fram Congdon

Strewt with hints of Federation and California-
iouse inspired by US architectural guru Fro
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be built in Cottesioe over the next 15 moniths and should fesd (he

way in

and keep people at
home with Bmily sup-

port.”
Juilia Haves told the
council: “You ecould

have been suspicious
that I'm going to run off’
and =ell this house.

“I want it for my fh-
ther o live with us,
but independently in
hiz own house,

the western suburbs,

Baversfook,

“In this neighbour-
hood there are rmmps
b0 the mailway station,
there ane shops, a hadr-
drosser and medical
OIS,

“This scems the per-
feel spol”

Mr Baverstock said
the home would be a
showpicee of stale-of-
the-art technology in a

nocording (o prchitec

Garry

house that linked the

osl-modern offiee

lock with the her-
tage-listed lederation
and bungalow style
homes higher up the
hill.

Cldlestod eounel] was
divided on the project

* Please turn to page 52




