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A SEAFARER has shown his environmen-
tal concerns in planning his active retire-
ment years as a landlubber.

After 40 years mn shipping, Captain Roger
Pottman and his wafe, Pat, wanted an energy-offi-
ciont, passsve-solar retiramant home in Katamunda.

He bought a block of land opposite the old mul-
way station and subdwided it on adwvice fram solar
architect Garry Baverstock. The subsequent battle-
aoe subdivision Mlowed both Blogks o oxploit a
northerly aspect for passive-solar benefits.

Taking the Trant site, Capt, and Mrs Pettman's
heme rates as a 80 per cent energy saver. Gas
bills are noglgible and hot water is from a sclar
unit integrated mto the corrugated roof.

The roof contams a double Layer of insulation
and there s a foam sheet in the wall cavities.
Internal walls are sobd clay brcks and, with the
concrete floor, they soak up the wanter sunshine
that penctrates mdoors and radsate it
back at rught

Capt. Pettman monitored tempera
tures i the house over different sea
sans and found they vanied by less than
Idég in wanter and Sdeg n summer.

The facade reflects a colomal themie
that complements the radway staton
in the hstore willage.

The vesubule entry opens to a pne
vate sitbng room on one Lide and a
study on the other. A door at the back
of the vestbule opens to the casual
areas with a celbng that soars 1o a height
of more that 3m, A lofty clerestory win.
dow allows full sun peretration in win-
ter while excluding it in summer.

The kitchen, directly below. is stun-

ning with palished granite werk bonches. The gas
hotplates ane recessed so they are not visible from
the nearty dnng area. Cwer these hotplates s a
conlemparary glass canopy attached to a stanless-
steel lue. Cupboards have an amencan aak finesh
ardd include plate mcks as wiell as chona cabinets

A floaung oak parquetry floor m this area
extends nto 3 lamily room, French doors here, m
the situng room and w0 the man bedroom knk
the rooms 1o 3 side courtyard.

Comer windows let the winter moming sun
e the breaklast area and the lounge, and breeze
traps allow eflicient eross ventlation in summer.

The passive solar home 15 rot open for inspec
tion but mqwres can be made to the architect at
Baversiock Murphy and Assocates on 9386 3888

FRANK PLATELL

Rager Pettman relaxes in his Kalamunda home,
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