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future of

Sun centre
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WA'S United MWations-
backed solar research
centre could close next
vear unless the Federal
Government chinges ils
lupe om  renewable
energy funding, indusiry
sources have warned.

Also facing a Tunding
crisis is the Perth-based
*glever country™ centre
al Murdoch Umiversity,
set oup ldst year (o
develop commercial
applications of graen-
howse gas technologies.

The UN Centre for
Applications of Sclar
Energy, or CASE, st up
[wo  years ago, is also
hust;t1 Murdoch.

CASE director Gor-
don Thompson said con-
tinued federal funding
waz crucial 10 CASE,
which was chosen by the
UK Indestrial Develop-
ment Organisation as the
international headguar-
vers of a series of similar
centres o curb fossil
fuel reliance among
developing nations.

He said ot was lobby-
ing the Howard Govern-
ment o reinstate fund-
in worth anhout
5500000 a wear. “The
reception we have had
recently in some arcas
has been more positive
than we had 12 to 18
months ago,”-he said.

“But we're stll without
Commonwealth Govern-
ment funding.”

Until the Government
which has provided nc
money lor the past twe
Minancial vears, gives
some indication aboul
the structure of fufture
funding, CASE would
have to rely on some ol
the 51 million sel aside
in its building fund tc
pay stafl salaries.

The Budget abolition
of the Energy Research
Development Corpora-
tion also casts o big
shadow over Murdoch’s
genire for renewable
energy and greenhouse
gas abatement technolo-
aies.

The ERDC has a sev-
en-year funding contract
of 3500,000 a year with
the centre, which has an
annual budeer of about
5100 mallion o keep it
eoing, though some pro-
jects would be scrupped
of downgraded until the
Government provided an
alternative to ERDC's
funding arrangements.

Although details are
scant, the Government
plans to reinstate ERDC
under a mew name and
focus on energy effi-
ciency  rather than
research and develop-
ment that has helped
many Australian mmlia-
nies sell their technolo-
gics worldwide.




