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Solar block will cut
running costs in half

IN THIS energy-conscious
age a building which culs
runming costs by hall would
seein a popular asset.

Mot so, says Sam Paolino, pro-
Jeel archilect for Tecto Corp, the
construction arm of the WA Solar
Design Centre,

"Developers are not cenlly bn-
terested In operating costs,” he
said, "They are interested In let-
Ling space.”

The centre has designed a cost-
cutting bujlding as a pilot for
future owners. But Mr Paolino is
not optimistic aboutl selling the
idea to developers, unless they
are owner-occupiers who must
fool their own running costs.

In almost all office bulldings.
running costs are pald by
tenants, over and above rent.

The plans coincide with a

national energy survey being
conducted by the Bullding Own-
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ers and Managers Association
which aims to set operaling
Largets for buildings as part of an
assel maintenance package for
members.

The centre’s two-storey block,
known as an “energy elliclent”
building, will be only the second
of its kind In WA and the frst
that was purpose-built.

Last vear the centre refur-
hished the Russell Centre, on the
corner of Adelalde Terrace and
Bennett Street, reducing running
costs by up Lo 50 per cent.

Sun screen and specially
angled blades were used over Lhe
windows and the interior was
geared lor natural lighting.

The new building at 85 Can-

ning Highway, South Perth, will
utllise similar design [leatures

and orlentation to reduce heat-
ing, cooling and lighting costs.

An air-conditioning system,
usually reserved for domestle
e, will be installed for the fiest
time In a commercial buliding in
WA, The system blows air from
inside the building out and sucks
In fresh alr which is cooled over
dry colls.

Mr Paolino sald this ellmated
the humidity caused by conven-
tiopal water-cooled systems.

Mr Paoling zaid the centre
would occupy a third of the %1
million 1MWk 50 m block which
wis due (o be completed in mid-
1989,

A building on the site occupled
by the ceptre would be de-
molished to make way for the
second stage of the new develop-
ment. Tenants of the existing
building would take up most of
the lettable space,



