HOUSING AND HEATING

Sunny way
to cut bills

SOLAR encrgy can
dramatically reduce
power bills on a
commercial or do-
mestic level and is
sympathetic 1o the
environment, ac-
cording lo architect
and solar consultant
Garry Baverstock.

But he said Australia
was way behind the
rest of the world in
awareness of solar en-
EIgY.

Despite  the  achicve-
ments in solar design,
Mr Baversiock saud cli-
matically disastrous
houses were still being
built because pcople
did not know or under-
stand basic principles
of solar design and
therefore did not use
il.

Mr Baverstock 15 an ar-
chitect and the manag-
ing director of Teclo
Solar Design  which
was formed in 1973,

In 1981 he became hon-
orary s.-:trc:mg ol the
International Solar En-
crgy Sociely, he witors
students at the Univer-
sity of WA and Curtin
University, founded
the Hnusmg Industry
Association  division
Low Em'.r Building
Council Australia
and has wun MUTIErouS
awards for his designs.

Tecto 15 building a Solar
Energy Information
Centre in South Perth,
which will give people
casy access o inlorma-
lion on the aliermative
pOWEr Source,

Mr Baverstock said there
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were many solar ener-
Ejl' systems available
ut people did not
know about them,
largely because many
small operators did not
have the capacity to
markel their products
or gl the message
across 1o the public.

“We live in a Furly lor-
giving climate that 1s
nol life threatening and
we are fortunale
enough o have cheap
energy al the mo-
ment,” he said. “But in
the next 10 10 20 years
that will all change.”

He smid people's in-
creased
the Greenhouse Effect
and the hole in the
ozone layer had en-
couraged the develop-
ment of solar design,
but there was sull a
long way 1o go.

He said proper use of so-
lar energy depended on
increased awareness by
the public, archilects
and builders.

“Because people don®t

awareness of

know aboul solar de-
sign they don't ask for
it so architects don't
lake it seriously.” Mr
Baverstock saud,

He said people necded 1o

know about solar de-
sign so they could
asked archuects 1o use
il.

Architects needed 1o be

fully trained and cap-
ahle in solar design
and buwilders needed 10
have an understanding
of what is needed in
construchion, he smd.

He said solar energy had
been an embryonic in-
dustry in Ausiralia for
30 years, but he expec-
ted dramatic changes
in the next 10 years
with an increased level
n!' awareness and more
products available.

“WA s behind the rest
of Australia in solar
design, not in ideas
and experience but in
awareness and Austra-
lia as a whole 15 run-
ning way behind
America,” he sad.
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@ The Teclo Pergola is designed to conirol the
possage of the sun's rays. The angles ol the
beams allow maximum penetration of rays in win-

tar and minimum penelration in summer, It ulilises”

the prnciple that in winler the sun is lower in the
sky and in warmer months il is almost directly
averhead, so the sun rays are dellected by the
beams.



