Plug for low- -energy homes

RELUCTANCE by WA
builders 1o pruduu
affordable, sustainable
housing 15 costing the
State millions of dollars
in wasted resources, lost
jL‘Ibh and export opportu-
nities, says international-
Iy recognised eco-archi-
tect Garry Baverstock.

Mr Baverstock said
building companies per-
ceived low-energy
designs as too costly to
construct. As a result,
they were still mar kctmg
mainstream housing
designs to the bulk of the
community.

“The State cannot
allow this malaise to con-
tinue if we are to provide

yvoung West Australians
with @ future, retain a
share of the global mar-
ket and meet new Aus-
tralian greenhouse tar-
gets,” he said,

Mr Baverstock
founded WA’s hirst solar
energy research centre in
South Perth 20 years
ago. He has won many
national awards for his
solar developments, was
part of the 2002 National
Tour on Sustainable
Housing and speaks reg-
ularly at navonal and
international passive
cnergy conferences.

Recently, US energy
experts invited him to
build an Internet site on
solar energy technology.

“Thirty per cent of
our commumty has
adopted sustainable liv-
ing ideas now, but the
figure must be boosted to
50 per cent before the
building industry will sit
up and take notice of
customer demand,” Mr
Baverstock said,

He added that home
owners in the Mt Pleas-
ant, Applecross and
other Melville suburbs
were the most receptive
to sustainable living.

“However, first-home
buyers in particular, can-
not afford to build or
buy anything but a low
energy home.

“If the housing indus-
try is reluctant to provide
this, then State and Fed-
eral governments should
take the lead to encour-
age home builders to

(Gary Baverstock inspects a low-energy home under construction.

look for sustammable
energy designs rather
than the status quo.

*UUS scientists have
released conclusive
evidence that the world
I5  experiencing the
start of the greenhouse
effect.

“WA has the best nat-
ural resources in the
world and we have the
expertise and a soclo-
economic responsibility
to show leadership in our
region of the globe.

“The implementation

of sustainable, low-ener-
gy policies and 1deas i
WA will not only create
a better environment for
us to live i, but open
new doors of opportuni-
ty for the community to
grow with,”

Housing Industry of
WA chiefl executive John
Dastlik said the associa-
tion had developed and
wias implementing  a
Greensmart plan for the
industry. .

It included traiming
programs for builders.

“We are very aware
of the need lor the indus-
try to change, but 1t's a
huge process and cannot
happen overnight,” Mr
Dastlik said.

“*Home buyers and
builders need to be edu-
cated on low- energy,
sustainable housing and
house designs must be
developed whichc}jmplc
like and can afford.

“We hope to have a
small display centre of
sustainable housing open
by mid-2003.”



