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Low-energy woes

by sue emmett

RELUCTAMNCE by WA builders
to produce affordable, sustainable
housing is costing the State mil-
ligns of dollars in  wasted
resources, lost jobs and export
opportunities, says internationally
recognised Medlands-based eco-
architect Garry Baverstock.

Mr Baverstock said building
companies perceived low-energy
designs as too costly 1o construct

As a resule, they were stll mar-
keting mainstream housing designs
to the bulk of the community.

"The State cannat allow chis
malaise to continue if we are to
pravide young West Auscralians
with a future, retain a share of the
glabal market and meet new Aus-
tralian greenhouse targets,” he
said.

Mr Baverstock founded WWA's
first solar energy research centre
in Jouth Parth 20 years ago.

He has wan  many national
awards for his solar develop-
ments, was part of the 2002

Mational Tour on Sustainable
Housing and speaks regularly at
mational and international passive-
energy conferences.

Recently. US energy experts
inviced him to build an Internet
site on sclar energy technalogy.

"Thirty per cent of our com-
munity has adopted sustainable-
living ideas now, but che figure
must be boosted to 50 per cent
before the building industry wall sit
up and take notice of customer
demand,” Mr Baverstock said.

He said home owners in Mt
Pleasant, Applecross and other
City of Melville suburbs were the
mast receptive to sustainable liv-
Ing.

“However, firsc-home buyers
in particular cannot afford to build
or buy anything but a low-energy
hame.” Mr Baverstock said,

“If the housing industry is
reluctant to provide this, then
state and federal governments
should take the lead to encourage
homebuilders to look for suscain-
able-energy designs racher than
the status quo.

"US scientists have released
conclusive evidence that the
world is experiencing the start of
the greenhouse effect

“WA has the besc natural
resources in the warld and we
have the expertise and a socio-
economic responsibilicy to show

leadership in our region of the
globe,

"The implementation of sus-
tainable, low-gnergy policies and
ideas in WA will not only create a
becter environment for us to live
in, but open new doaors of oppor-
tunity for the community te grow
with.™

Housing Industry of WA chiet
executive Jehn Dastlik said the
association had developed and
was implementing a Greensmart
plan for the indusory.

It included accrediced training
programs for builders.

“We are very aware of the
need for the industry to change.
but it"s a huge process and cannot
happen overnight.” Mr Dastlik
said.



